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A GRAND OPENING
FOR EL NIDO CENTER

One-stop
source of
help ready
By Kwin Madestl Stall Writer

PACAIMA
f) lmca Ventul'a came to t1e El Nido
ffi Fantill'Snurce Celter or1 Soturday tr)
I-f loiu 0thpr tp€negsis tn painting fun
de-rig65 

"o .'!'ounger kids'far-es dllling e
gnrnd-apening fiesta of musie, gprnes and
frrod.

The l5-!'ear-old Pacoima t*sident soid
she'll rorne l:ack for mre serir:us purp$s€s.

"I\{y fnnri}-1.' i$ n$t doing gred right. urlv,"
\irnlura said srftly, *xplaining that she, trrr
tbffi br{rtlrem and her nother - *{ro is
handi*rlppffj bi'nrtl$itis - ha.d ts rpend
l-lristrn*s Day moving out *f their br]lise.

Tltt El Nid* centei. slte ssid. u.ill ire a
place she ran get alual', avoid bad
inflriencer irnd try to imprr:v* h*r futurn.

"It me.lns a lot [o me lrnd othrr pei]Lte
r*1ro at? gr:ing ttlrnugh l:ard limes."
\ientura sirid.

Leaders ray helping
at+'kk tamilies like th€
Vrnturas is the aiil of
the new fariliQ'in the
IIIEND building at 134d0
ltan Nu1,s Boulel'ard in
Facoima.

Helped l:v $1 million a

t'eal'in glants ft'o*r t}e
citl of Los Angeles, El
Nidl ,,iThe Nest) Family
Ssur,ce Centet is r-rne of
lii suc]r r:entfr$
srhed[led trl opell
tilri-rugholg the countv ia
2010.

It'r *ne r:f tt tlifferent
socinl-sen'ices cetrlets
opernted by El Nido
Farnily Centers. the
Mission Hills-based
nonprofit a$Bnry thtrt
begen 8; years ago as a [utlili.]n proep'ilxr
ffir mortl]- immigrant fan:ilies and har
tried to dlange with th* region's needs"

Cilr Cou:rrilman Riclrard Aiarcr-m eut a
red rihboa - to the cheers of manl.'of the
ap-pl'oximately ri00 pesple r.vho dropped by
Saturday'! t*stivitierr - tt offiridly oprn
flre 7,000-squnre-fcot cPnter.

"This is not nlxrut ribtron-r[tting, this is
about trrirgiilg a conmunitl. tnElethpr and

Kids havc theil helmets in place and wait to ride their
skateL,oards Salturday at the El Nido Family Source Center,.

meeting our pmblems head-on," Alarcdn
told the crowd froil a distrirt where
unemployment and foreclosiue tates are
higi. "This is yrrur project - let's nrsle it
work."

Alarcin called such projects one reason
crime is don'n in Lirs Angeles.

'}{albe n'e're going through a
transition," Alarcdn -qaid in an intenriew.
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Children take
part in a dance
exercise
Saturday at the
newly opened
El Nido Family
Source Center
in Pacoima.
The session is
only one of the
services
offered at the
facility, which
provides a safe
place for
childron and
attraetions for
older tamily
members. such
as a nonprofit
store and a
computer
center,

Johtl ilktny
skff Phtrtd8|rphtr

Inside, visitors found offices for
social-sewices case ma:ragers and
png-prcvertion and independent-study
progriuns; and a comp[tff lab, a nurser"v
ard e noilprofit store selling doneted babv
clothes, fnrmula and diapers.

Liz Herrem, El Nido Family Centers'
erecutive dir*tor, said tbe organiration
tricB ts Frovidc offir€aeh by sneial h.0rkerF
and places where families ca.n go to gfi
help.

"All of our services are gtrared to
strengtheling family, to breaking a rycle of
alrild a.tluse and neglect, school fuopout,
ga.ng invoh'*nrent and substaJice abrue -
rJl tlte prnbl:rus li,"e see," Helrera. said.

At the nelnr ce.nteri El Nitk: cversees a
c6aliti0n of ronprnfit groupe:
poverty-fighting MEND (Meet Each Neud
n'ith Digniq,i, Neiglhorhood Legal
$enices, the Woodcraft Bangers
afler-ichnol pro$nrnr and tile Pacoima
Beautiful and Tia Chuchas Cultural Center
cornrnunity agencies.

El Nido nmi 0n primte and public
funding, and takes !'olilnteeru. The
orEa.ni?.1tior]'s Web site is
elnidofamilycelters.org. The EI Nido
Family Source Center tn Pacoima can be
renehed at Bl8-89+f76.
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